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1.Kajol" s problem : Kajol didn" t know the
market prices of the crops. Esoko gives the
information of the market prices. Changes in
Kajol' slife : Kajol can sell his crops at the
right price.2t Kajol won’ t be cheated and sell
his crops at unreasonably low prices.

2.Kajol" s problem : Kajol didn" t know the
market prices of the crops. Esoko gives the
information of the local market prices. Chang-
esin Kajol" s life: Kajol can sell his crops at
the right prices. 5 Kajol won' t be cheated
and get very low prices for his crops.

3.Kajol" s problem : Kajol didn" t know who to
sell his crops. Esoko gives the information of
buyers and sellers. 5 Esoko matches the buy-
ers and the sellers Changes in Kajol" s life:
Kajol can sell his crops to the buyers from Es-
oko platform and makes more money.
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Esoko: The Market on Your Mobile
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tcGuW-
Mc48k

Esoko - Another Great Idea Born in Africa
https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=sf8ZvU7IS40
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What Can Access To The Internet Change?

Having access to the Internet and mobile phones has a big impact on peo-
ple’ s lives. With digital connection, people can get knowledge and information
around the world. It especially helps a lot in the least developed countries.

The access to the Internet gives farmers access to information on crops, when
to plant their crops, weather patterns that are happening. The online courses
bring people the chances to get education. It can make small sized enterprises be
able to compete with larger businesses.

Universal and affordable Internet access can help LDCs leap-frog in areas
such as education, health, government services, trade and can trigger new busi-
ness opportunities.
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Kajol" s story
Kajol is a small farmer in Uganda. He grows crops to feed his family. Like
most small farmers in Uganda or the rest of Africa, chances to sell their crops are

few and far between.

Small farmers face many problems when they are trying to sell their crops. One
problem is that farmers usually have no idea on deciding what crops to grow be-
cause they have little knowledge of what crop will be needed in the markets.
Making a decision to plant a crop without understanding what the selling price

would be in six months when it" s time to harvest puts farmers in a great eco-

nomic risk. Another problem farmers face is selling their crops at local markets. It
is a gamble when farmers try to transport their crops without knowing the market

demand. Because transportation is often expensive , it makes the matter even

worse if they go home without doing any successful business. In great need of
money, most farmers sell their crops not knowing what the right price should be
and get very low pay for their crops in the end. Unfair things like these can be
changed if accurate information of the supply chain is accessible to the farmers

all the time.
Thanks to the second hand mobile phones and some online platforms , farmers

across Africa are given the chance to access useful information online. Esoko, a

simple text messaging system and an online platform bridges the information
gap faced by farmers across Africa. What Esoko does is provide the latest local
market prices, a matchmaking service that connects buyers and sellers and

weather forecast with needs and tips for farmers
And with affordable up-to-date quality information , farmers like Kajol are able

to participate in the food economy as an equal shareholder. Based on the Esoko

platform, farmers are now able to make informed decisions that increase their in-
come. There are currently 6000 farmers using Esoko platform in 16 countries in
Africa. Farmers using Esoko are making 10% to 30 % more money every year. With
over 60% of people living mainly on small farm production in Africa, this simple
mobile service makes it possible for farmers to better their lives.




Kajol’ s Now and Then with Esoko’ s online Platform

Then
Kajol’s Problems

Esoko

Esoko gives
1.weather infor-
mation
2.

3.

4.

Now
Changes in Kajol’s life
1.Kajol knows how the
weather will be like and he
can plant the crops at the

right time.
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